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The logic ef dcnrocracy begins with public eclucation, proceecls to inftrrmed citizenship, and

cornes to fiuitisn in the secur-ing of rights ancl liberties. \Ve have beeu notninally democratic for

so long that w-e presunre it is ouinatural condition rirther than the product of persistent ef'fort and

tenacilrs responsibiliry,-. \\'e have decouplecl rights from cir.ic responsibilities and severed citizenship

fr.,pr eilucation 6n the ialse assumption lhat cirizens just happen. \dre have forgotten th21r the "public"

in public scho6ls rne.rns not 1'ust paid tor bv the pubJic ltut proct'c'.ttive of the verv iclea of a public'
p,Llic sch,els are h6q,a plhlic-a cirizenrr,-is fi;rgerl and how young, selfish inrlividr.rals turn irrto

consci cn ti ous, colt.t tttrllt itv-rttindecl ci ti zen s.

Antctng the severai liieracies that have attracted the anri<lus attelltioll tlf cott.tt.nent:ltors, civic:

literacv hai been rhe leasr r,isible. Yet this is the {irnclarnental literacv bv u'hich we live in a civil societv.

It encompasses the competence to parricipare in democratic cornrnunities, the abiliqr to think criticallv

ancl act *.i,h .1.lib.ration in a pluralistic worlcl, ancl the empath,v to iclenritv sufficiently u-ith others to

live with them clespirc conflicis of interest and clifferences in character. At the most eleurentatl' level,

u,irar our chilclren suffbr frorl n'rost, u,hether they're hurling racial epithets t-ronl fiatenrity porches

.r shgetir-rg 11rre auether rl1;ly1 i1 scheolyarrts, is the altsence of civilitv. Security u-utrtls antl ttreml

(letectors..rre poor surrogxtes tilr cir.,ilirr., ancl they nllke our scho<tls lottk ittcreasinglv like llrisons
(thotrgh they nrav be less sat'e than prisons).Jefterson thought scl-rools wttttld procluce free ttlen: we

prove him right bv puttir-rq clropouts in jail.

CiviliO, i-"r , ,rl rik of th. iniaginadon, for it is through the irnag'ination that u'e rencier others

slf-flciently like olrselr-es for thern to become subjects of tolerance atld respect, if not alrt'a',,'5 aftection.

Delrocraiy is tnythinq but r "n.Jturai" form of association. It is an extr:u)rdinarv and rare contrivance

ef cultiyarcrl iprlq'i1,rti,in. (iive the rineduc'.rtecl the right to participete in Inaking collective tlecisions,

rrltl r,r'hirt results is rrot t'len.rt)cracy but, rt best, nrob rule: the !lovenrlnent of private prejutlice tlncc

k19r,r,r.r ils the n'rrllyry lf 6lti1irl1L. FrtrJeff?rson, the rliffererrce bctween the tlettrocrxtic telnperance he

ad1-rirecl in agrllr.i,rp -\rrerica ancl the rule of the rabble he contleurtred u'hen vierl'ing the social ullrest

of Egrope'.s ieenti,..rq' cities u-:ts quite simpiy eclucation. Maclison hacl hoped to "filter" out ilopular
passion through thc cle, ice ,,f ,.pres"rrtation. Jefferson saw in eclucation a fllter that could be in'

stalled rvithin each indiri,lLral, eiviirg to each the capacitv to rule pruclentiri Education creates a ruiing

aristclcracv colsrr-ainecl lrr- ternper,r*nce ar'rcl u,isdorn; r'r.hen that education is public and universal, it
is arr aristi-rcl.acy ro q'hich,rll c,rrr trelong-.Arits best, theArerican clrean.t of a free and equal society

g6r.ernerl by juclicious citizens hrrs been tl-ris clreatl <tf an aristocracl' of everyone'

Tir ,lr.a,',', this clreiurt of h'eeclont is easy, but to secllre it is clifflcult as well ;rs exllensive.

Nenvithstancling their lanrerrrrltior.rs, \nericans c1o not appear reatiy to pay th: 1xice. 
-fhere is ncr

rlasic b1ller fbr"education. Bnt I no Lonser can accept that the prob]em lies in the lack of consensus

ab,ir rerreclies-i1 a dearth of solutions. There is no shortage of debate over hou' to repair our

eclucational infrastructure. National stanclar:ds or tllore local control?

\buchers or hetter plblic scl-rools? More parental inv<llvetlrent or nlore teacher autonotny?

A greater fetleral pr.r.r.. (onlr, -5 or (r percent of the nation'.s eclucatiotr br-rdqet is federallv funded)

,,.1"ir". l,cal schi91 tlxes? M1.1re ltrrltiiultrrral rliyersitt.or lnore enrphasis on whzrti\tttericans sirare

i1colrur1;rr?'Ihese:rre honest dispr.rtes. But I am convinced th'.rt the problern is sirnpler ancl ntore

firnclamental.'Ii.ven$')'ears ago, r,lrite,'and activist Frances -\{oore Lap;le capnrrecl the essence of
thc q,erlcl food crisii ,ih"n rh" arguecl that starwation r,r,as causecl not bv a scarciw of fbod but by a

qiobal scarcitv in democrao,,. "fhe*education crisis has the sarne genealogr It stetns fiorn a dearth of
li.,-,r,,..r.u,' ,n ,br"rr.. of clemocratic ri,il1 and a consequent refusal to take our children, our schoois,

an(l ollr tirnrre seriouslr'.
Ilost erlucltors, e\:en rvhilc they clurrrrel alt.lon{l thetnselves, will aqree that a genuine crlutttitlnent

ro rnv 9ne 91ta nupr[c; 6f cliftlreni solntions cirulcl help ctrortt.t<tnsl\'. ,\'lost llgl'ee thlt although
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